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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
A number of years ago an interlock system was introduced for the Tesco Casing Drive System (CDS). The interlock

system was designed to protect the operator from inadvertently releasing either the CDS or slips and accidently
dropping the casing string. The interlock system included a hydraulic switch that was fixed to the hanger plate.
It operated on a cam located on the anti-rotation bracket to determine the position of the actuator. Unfortunately the
anti-rotation brackets were not stable enough and this caused the switch to malfunction and rendered the CDS
interlock system unreliable. This hydraulic switch has now been replaced with a “close-confirm” switch. The close-
confirm switch is also mounted on the CDS hanger plate but it operates on a cam bushing that is mounted to the CDS
actuator sub. The cam/close-confirm switch set-up can now reliably determine the close position of the CDS actuator.
In other words, if the CDS was closed on a casing coupling instead of the intended position on the casing, the close-
confirm switch would reliably determine that and initiate the interlock. The illustrations below shows the existing

hydraulic switch (Figure 1) and the close-confirm switch upgrade (Figure 2).
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Figure 1: CDS interlock system with hydraulic switch
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Figure 2: CDS interlock system with close-confirm switch

AFFECTED PRODUCTS
All sizes of the Internal and External CDS with integrated interlock systems.

ACTION REQUIRED
All applicable customers and all Tesco business units:

1.

Confirm that the CDS has been fitted with the hydraulic switch (as shown in Figure 1) or with the close-confirm
switch (as shown in figure 2). If the CDS has been fitted with the hydraulic switch, then proceed to step 2. If
the CDS has been fitted with the close-confirm switch, nothing needs to be done apart from taking note of
the proper installation and set-up as per the instructions in Chapter 3 of the CDS Installation and Operations
Guide (883003).

Order the Tesco close-confirm kit 5036566 from a local Tesco Aftermarket Sales & Service (AMSS)
representative. A definition of this kit is provided in Appendix A of this bulletin.

Refer to the instructions in Chapter 3 of the CDS Installation and Operations Guide to install and set up the
close-confirm kit on the CDS.

Install the CDS in the rig as per the CDS Installation and Operations Guide. Follow the detailed description
in the guide to install the CDS actuator hose connections, slips and close-confirm to the CDS control panel.

This procedure must be followed precisely to ensure proper operation.
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APPENDIX A
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